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Eighteenth Sunday Ordinary Time   B21            August 1, 2021 
 

When our young people graduate and go off to college, when 

our young people are confirmed,  

 

when the grade schooler’s receive their First Communion, when 

a child is welcomed and baptized in our Parish… 

 

I will ask myself the same question. 

Will I see that child, young person, that family back in church? 

 

Will that person continue to grow in his/her faith? 

Will the parents make sure they raise their child in the faith in 

which they received their sacrament? 

 

When our Churches reopened will the families come back? 

Plain and simply…Will they keep practicing their faith? 

 

After-all, they attended Faith Formation, learned the ten 

commandments, learned to love God and neighbor, learn the 

prayers of the church and received the sacraments. 

 

Will they continue to be a believer? 

Will they choose to remain a follower of Jesus? 

Well, why wouldn’t they? 
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I guess it’s somewhat impossible to ask those I mentioned any 

of those the questions I mentioned. 

 

So I’ll ask WHY DO YOU choose to be here, why you choose 

to continue to embrace and believe and practice your 

Catholic faith.   

 

If you are wondering WHY you choose to be here, allow me to 

help you with that…let me give some very visible clues. 

 

What is at the center of our church, it is not just a work wood 

and marble, also what we call the Holy Altar, the Lord’s table, 

the Eucharistic table, in song it’s called the Table of Plenty. 

 

The Lord’s Table plays a very important role in the celebration 

of Holy Communion, the Eucharist or the Mass. 

 

It is here we feel the real presence of Christ. 

It was at a table that Jesus instituted the Holy Eucharist with His 

friends at the Last Supper. 

 

Common elements of wine and bread are changed, transformed, 

become the precious, sacred Body and Blood of Christ. 

 

We are told to, “take and eat, take and drink” and each time we 

are also told, “Do this in remembrance of me”. 

 

Each week, each time we approach this table we present 

ourselves as broken people,  
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wounded people, people who are hurting and struggling 

with the difficulties of life. 

 

We come to lay our worries and trouble before God…to pour 

our hearts out to Almighty God asking for His mercy and 

compassion and say, 

 

 “Lord I am not worthy to receive you, speak your word and I 

shall be healed.” 

  

We come to this table to be strengthened for the week ahead. 

Here each week we receive life giving food for our journey of 

faith. 

 

We come to this table because we NEED to…we NEED to 

receive the Body and Blood of Christ. 

 

We NEED to be reassured of Christ’s promise, “If you eat my 

body and drink my blood, you will have life in me and I will 

raise you on the last day.” 

 

And we come to support the many others that are here, for we 

are like each other who NEED to be here to leave our stress of 

life, our worries behind. 

 

We pray for those that are here and not here, because when we 

come through those doors we are a family united under the God 

who created us and sustains us. 

 

If that doesn’t tell you WHY you are here…take a look above. 
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See the means of our salvation. 

 

Reflect on what that means to your faith. 

Remember why we are told our sins are forgiven. 

 

Remember why, even though we are sinners… we escape the 

pains of Hell and are given the promise of eternal life 

 

Remember why God’s ONLY Son was willing to do that for you 

and I. 

 

Does our presence here make us like those first believers, the 

people who seemed to be following Jesus from place to place 

simply hoping to “get” something from Jesus? 

 

People all that we want, all we ever need can be found right here 

in this holy place…and in here. 

 

WE don’t have to go wandering around and around chasing after 

some false dream, searching for someone that can better fulfill 

our needs. 

 

Waiting and watching for a miracle to happen. 

 

WE HAVE IT ALL RIGHT HERE! 

 

And it is made possible because of the gift of faith we have 

received. 
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We are here because we have faith. 

A FAITH that helps us BELIEVE that there is a God we can 

turn to for help. 

 

A God who loves us and wants ALL THAT IS GOOD for us. 

A God who we can TRUST. 

A God who we can totally be dependent on. 

 

We see Jesus dealing with issues of faith today.  

He just performed a great miracle, but the people keep saying,  

“What signs are you going to perform so that we might see them 

and believe.” 

 

They want proof, but proof cannot be given. 

Even Jesus cannot perform a sign that would force them to 

believe. 

 

You and I are here today because we have faith.  

 

God has given us the grace to see, believe those things that 

cannot be proven.  

 

We are the people that God has chosen to receive the gift of 

faith so that we can believe in what has been offered to us.  

 

Believing extremely important and essential.   

 

It takes faith to believe that our God loves us and wants good 

things for us.   
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And we should continually turn to him for every good thing. 

 

But that is not the last step in faith.   

That is not the ending point.   

 

That is really just the beginning --- the starting point for the 

sacred journey each of us is on.   

 

And if we never move from that point --- never stop seeing God 

as just someone who is there for our own benefit ---  

 

then our faith will always be less than what it can be, our 

lives will always be less than they can be. 

 

My friends --- a mature faith, a deep faith, is not fully realized 

by only asking the question, “God, what can YOU do for ME?”   

 

It’s more fully realized and more authentic when we can 

recognize that God is already showering us with every good 

thing,  

blessing us each and every day with all that we need.   

 

In other words, faith is not about waiting for God to do 

something for us,  

 

but rather acknowledging that he already HAS done 

something for us and will continue to do so into eternity.  
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