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Seventeenth Sunday Ordinary Time   B21          July 25, 2021 
 

With employees working from home, students learning 

remotely, and people ordering takeout to support their local 

restaurants,  

 

food bills skyrocketed as families spent more time – and ate 

more meals – at home. 

  

In the United States, the surge in food spending often translates 

to more food waste.  

 

Even prepandemic, we wasted massive quantities of food every 

single day of the year. 

 

Food takes up more space in US landfills than anything else. 

 

Just how much food do Americans waste?  

Here’s some “food” for thought:  

 

While the world wastes about 1.4 billion tons of food every 

year, the United States discards more food than any other 

country in the world:  

 

nearly 40 million tons — 80 billion pounds — every year.  

 

That’s estimated to be 30-40 percent of the entire US food 

supply, and equates to 219 pounds of waste per person.  
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That’s like every person in America throwing more than 650 

average sized apples right into the garbage —  

 

or rather right into landfills, as most discarded food ends up 

there.  

 

In fact, food is the single largest component taking up space 

inside US landfills, making up 22 percent of solid waste. 
 

According to the nonprofit organization Feeding America, 

Americans waste more than $218 billion each year on food,  

 

with dairy products being the food item we toss out the 

most.  

 

The average American family of four throws out $1,600 a year 

in produce.  

 

Multiply that by the typical 18 years that a child lives at home 

and you could easily pay for a year’s worth of tuition at any 

number of America’s private colleges or universities. 

 

Wasting food contributes to 11 percent of the world’s 

greenhouse gas emissions. 
 

“Gather the fragments left over, so that nothing will be 

wasted.” 

I guess Jesus wasn’t too keen on wasting food. 

 

Jesus, after feeding the multitude from what started out as five 

loaves and two fish,  
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instructs his disciples to collect the fragments that are left 

over after everyone has had their fill 12 baskets full.  

 

That’s pretty impressive.  Yet, why?  I’m serious.   

 

Not why does he do what he can to feed them in the first place, 

but why does he not want anything wasted?   

 

Why would he do this?  I don’t know --- maybe it’s because 

God does not like to waste for the exact same reason as you 

and me. 

 

Or maybe not. 

 

The funny thing is that we tend to try not to waste things for the 

simple (and often valid) reason that we don’t want those things 

to run out.   

 

And so we turn off lights and faucets and all those sorts of 

things to protect what is limited.   

 

God, on the other hand (if I can try to imagine what God is 

“thinking”), doesn’t waste because of what he knows is 

unlimited,  

 

because of what he knows is possible, because he knows 

that the things that really matter can never run out. 

 

I probably don’t have to tell you that this story is not about food 

or solving world hunger.   

That’s really, really obvious.   
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And there’s also a good chance that it’s not primarily about the 

fact that Jesus was able to do this miraculous thing (although 

it does demonstrate that fact in a very dramatic way).   

 

Rather, once again we see Jesus doing what he seems to always 

do --- bringing a lot out of a little,  

 

transforming an apparent dead-end into an opportunity,  

 

taking a bad situation and bringing something good out of 

it.   

 

God simply wastes nothing --- not because he fears there won’t 

be enough, but because he knows that something good can  

 

always come from every situation --- no matter how 

hopeless or unlikely it may seem.   

 

Our loving, compassionate, all-powerful God can take anything 

and somehow bring more out of it ---  

 

whether that be a person, an obstacle, a joy, a heartache, or 

even five loaves and two fish.   

 

God can (and does, time and time again) use absolutely 

anything and everything (for his purposes of course).          

 

“Gather the fragments left over, so that nothing will be 

wasted.” 

 

And so, we might want to ask ourselves today --- What might be 
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the “fragments” in our own lives that God may want to use? 

 

Maybe it’s the fragment of a relationship that is wounded, or 

faltering, or breaking apart. 

 

Maybe it’s the fragment of a serious illness, or the death of a 

loved one, or some other painful situation. 

 

Maybe it’s the fragment of loneliness, or not being understood, 

or not feeling valuable. 

 

Whatever it may be --- God wants to gather those things up --- 

take what seems like a little, take what seems to be too heavy to 

bear,  

 

 take what seems to be hopeless, and from them bring 

about something good and beautiful and meaningful and life-

giving.   

 

A God who wastes nothing --- but rather who chooses to take 

our limitations, our pain, our sorrows, our faults,  

 

and even our sin --- and from them provide for us (and for the 

world) everything we need to flourish in this life,  

 

everything that can feed us in ways that only God can. 

 

 

 


