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Thirteenth Sunday Ordinary Time  B21                            June 27, 2021 

Have you figured it out? 

Have you figured out how God works? 

That would make things so much simpler…wouldn’t it? 

 

Many of us wish we knew exactly what steps we need to take --- 

what to do (or not do) --- that would yield the results we want.   

 

A good job…Well-behaved children.  A great group of 

friends…More free time…Plenty of extra money…Good health.   

 

If we just knew how to get God to provide us with those things, 

that would be perfect.  And those are just general types of stuff.   

 

What about all the specific outcomes we want?  

A strained relationship with a family member mended.   

A relative with an addiction finally getting clean and sober.  

A chronically ill child who finally gets healthy.  

 

 If only I knew how it all “works”--- how God “works”. 

 

I think people have been trying to “figure out” God thousands 

and thousands of years.   

 

And with the search to know God comes the follow-up quest --- 

trying to understand what God is “up to” --- and how we 

might shape how God acts.   
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And if that took place, if we succeeded --- the “mystery” would 

be solved, and life would unfold precisely the way we would 

like it to.   

 

But when I put it that way it becomes pretty clear that there is 

something kind of flawed in that way of thinking,  

 

something not quite right about how we often see God and 

understand God and understand our relationship to him.   

 

And that means that sometimes instead of discovering who God 

is we simply discover who we want him to be. 

 

In today’s Gospel passage from Mark we see two “miracles”, 

two “healings” on display.   

 

And these two stories, like many others in Scripture, can lead us 

down that very path ---  

 

lead us to presume that God is at our beck and call, that 

God will do what we want if we just jump through the right 

hoops.   

 

If we are not careful we might walk away from these stories 

embracing the idea that if we do certain things --- God will owe 

us.   
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And in a sense, when we act that way, we are attempting to 

reverse the roles --- and instead of us trying our best to do what 

God wants, we expect him to do what we want.   

 

We use God as the great Amazon in the sky --- the one with the 

warehouse of all the outcomes I could ever want.   

I just have to place an order. 

 

But, we know that things don’t work that way.   

 

Experience tells us that life unfolds in ways we could never 

predict or want,  

 

and things happen that cause us pain and sorrow and 

disappointment.   

 

And on the other hand, we want it to not be so, want things to be 

totally in our control, want God to grant our every wish.  

 

And when things don’t work out as we had planned (which is 

often) it must be either our fault or God’s fault ---  

 

either we did something to anger God or God doesn’t care 

as much as we thought he did. 

 

But then we have these two stories.   
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And while they are different in many respects, there is one 

constant, one common element --- faith.   

There’s that word again.   

 

It seems to always come down to that.  Faith.   

 

That mysterious word we throw around that is so hard to 

define, so hard to understand, so hard to grasp.  Faith.   

 

The woman with the hemorrhage had it --- and it compelled her 

to not let Jesus pass her by.   

 

Jairus, the synagogue official, had it too --- and it compelled him 

to come forward and ask Jesus to help his deathly ill daughter.   

 

In the first case, the person with faith received the healing, 

while in the second case, a person was healed because of 

someone else’s faith.   

 

And the two stories even differ in how the miracle comes about.   

 

In the first story, the sick woman touches Jesus, and in the 

second story Jesus touches the sick girl. 

 

Evidently, there isn’t just one way that God acts.   

God does what God wants to do, and God acts in the way he 

sees fit.   
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But faith is the constant in both cases.   

Faith provides the doorway to all good things God wants for 

us.   

 

Faith is a kind of foundation upon which the blessings of Jesus 

are built.   

 

Faith is what leads us to not simply expect God to reach out to 

us, but allows us to have enough trust and hope and courage to 

reach back. 

 

My friends, despite how badly we would like to have God 

“figured out” --- how badly we want to know what we need to  

 

do or not do to get God to provide us with every thing we 

want and every outcome we want --- that’s just not going to 

happen.   

 

But God does gift us with faith, the game-changer in all of this.   

It is faith that allows us to always know who to turn to.   

 

It’s faith that allows us to accept that we are not God and that 

we should never act as if we are. 

   

It’s faith that allows us to continue to trust even when we have 

suffered through the actions of others,  
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faith that allows us to continue to hope even when we 

don’t get exactly what we prayed for,  

 

faith that allows us to continue to believe in a loving God 

despite our struggles and our sorrows and our disappointments. 

 

Faith is what helps us embrace the profound truth that ultimately 

nothing can hurt us if we stay close to God,  

 

if we continually reach out in love to the one who is 

reaching back in love.   

 

And whether we get what we want or not --- it won’t matter as 

much as we think, won’t make us doubt whether or not God is 

listening,  

 

because our faith will sustain us, will see us through --- 

will save us.   

 

And blessings are sure to be ours --- maybe not exactly what we 

would have chosen,  

 

but the blessings that God knows are right for us.    

 


