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 “Love thy neighbor,” or “An eye for an eye,” or “Render to 

Caesar what is Caesar’s,” or “Thou shalt not kill,”. 

 

We might consider these as catch-phrases from scripture.  

 

And today in our Gospel reading we have one of those phrases. 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, . . .” 

 

We’ve all heard it a gazillion times…more times than we can 

count.   

 

But what does it really mean?   

  

Well, I won’t presume to know exactly what God is trying to 

say.   

 

Nor can we exhaust the meaning of “Prepare the way of the 

Lord” in one six-ten minute homily.   

 

But I would like to illustrate one point, one truth of our faith as 

it relates to this famous saying from Scripture. 

 

“Why must I?”, “Why do I have to prepare the way of the Lord?  

Can’t God do whatever God wants to do?   

 

Isn’t God all-powerful and all-knowing?   

 

Can’t God just make me believe, make me know him, make me 

understand his plan for me, make me do what he wants?” 
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First of all, let me make it perfectly clear that the answer to all 

of those questions is yes.  Absolutely.   

 

God could do all of those things.   

He could make us do or be whatever he wants.   

 

God has no limits, except --- and here’s where it gets a little 

tricky --- except those limits God places on himself.   

 

There are some things that God seems completely unwilling to 

do.   

 

And the one thing he seems most reluctant to do is compromise 

our freedom.   

 

God allows us to cooperate in so much of his action in the 

world.   

 

He gives us the freedom to make choices --- choices which 

make a difference in the way things come out.   

 

And so he doesn’t just “make” new people for example.   

We get to help bring children into the world.   

 

He doesn’t just rain food down from the sky.   

He lets us learn how to grow and cultivate it.   

 

He chooses to not cure most people through an obvious miracle.  

Rather, he demands and expects that we will take care of each 

other.   
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Yes, God gives us tremendous freedom.   

 

And the truth is that some of God’s work will not get done if we 

don’t do it.   

 

Not because God can’t, but because he won’t force himself on 

us. 

 

And nowhere is this more evident than in our own spiritual lives. 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.” 

 

And before long we will celebrate the Lord’s birth, the Lord 

coming to us as one of us.   

 

And hopefully each of us will be inviting the Lord into our 

hearts in a special way. But how will that happen? 

 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, . . .” 

 

Clearly, John the Baptist is telling us that we need to do 

something, that we need to prepare.   

 

It’s not just enough to say, “Jesus is coming,” or “Thank you 

God for giving us Jesus.”   

 
If we want Jesus to truly come into our hearts, minds, families, and 

world we have to do something, we have to prepare or else it won’t  

 

It won’t happen.   

God won’t make it happen.   
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All God can do is give us every opportunity to allow him to 

dwell in us…work in us…work through us.   

 

All God can do is make himself completely available to us.   

 

All God can do is come right to the edge of our very being, 

standing right outside the door to our hearts.   

 

But he won’t open the door or knock it down. 

We won’t open the door or answer the knock…because we don’t 

want to hear what Jesus is selling. 

 

We have to open it.   

And that’s the preparation we so need this Advent.   

 

And for each of us it’s going to be different.   

 

For some of us we probably need to spend more time in prayer 

listening to the Lord’s voice, spend time reading the devotion 

with a cup of coffee. 

 

For others, God can only get to us if we increase our acts of 

charity --- if we step outside of our selfishness.   

 

For some of us, “preparing” may mean slowing down from our 

crazy and hectic lives…focus on what preparing for the Lord is 

really about.  

 

And for others,  

God may not be able to get to us unless we reconcile with those 

from whom we’re estranged. 
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Whatever it is that keeps God out, that keeps him at a distance, 

we need to work on this Advent.   

 

Our hearts need to be prepared, just as a farmer prepares the soil, 

or a golfer picks the twigs off of the green,  

 

or a baseball pitcher works the mound until it’s just right.   

 

Let’s not make it impossible for God to come into our hearts this 

Christmas.   

 

Let’s not have God find a wall that he’s unwilling to breach. 

 

Instead, let’s give God a nice straight path, a nice smooth 

surface, an open door.   

 

He’s coming soon enough.  That’s for sure.   

 

Question is…”Will he find us prepared.” 


